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that the withdrawal of troops from a section of the frontier
immediately provoked a German invasion. Under such conditions
with pestilence and war decimating the population with the
citizen body lacking all military efficiency, ready to stand by and
watch the raging of these children of nature, with an unexampled
financial crisis and revolution of ideas convulsing the world, it
was an amazing achievement to be able to ride out the German
storm at all When one remembers that the army even in normal
times was too small for its tasks, and that the Empire's man-power
was now terribly on the decline; when one adds that in these times
of terrible pressure the whole organization and tactics of the army
were remodelled and that a new class of professional commanders
had to be trained to replace the dilettanti of the Senate, the achieve-
ment, due above all to the soldier-sons of Illyricum and a few
gifted personalities, must be rated very high indeed.
It was a great piece of good fortune for Rome that her ad-
versaries were so primitive. Instead of fighting in numerically
fixed tactical units, the Germans took the field in bands formed
through kinship or neighbourhood1; discipline in any real sense
there was none. After a stout resistance on the field of battle they
often collapsed from defective organization of supply, as, for ex-
ample, in the Balkans in 269. Inferior equipment and a reluctance
to wear helmets were serious handicaps. Furious, unconcerted
attacks often led to disaster2, and of the siege of cities they could
make nothing3.
The waves of the mighty inundation did, indeed, slowly sub-
side. But the devastation that they left behind them was terrible.
.The masses of the cultivated classes, who at this time lost their
lives or were carried off as slaves, could never again be replaced.
Hundreds of cities were taken, and the terrors of those years are
attested not only by coin-hoards all over the Empire, but also by
the burnt layers turned up everywhere by the archaeologist's
spade as the hall-mark of the epoch. Along with countless
treasures of art Rome's store of gold went as booty, nnsom-et
tribute to the. Germans, The export trade from the Rhine to the
Danube laads, which, as recent research shows, had attained serious
economic importance (p. 242), was completely checked by the
constant threat to the river-frontier, while trade by sea suffered
from the raids of the pirates,
1  Schmidt, op. A. i\ pp. 55 jy., 605 H. G. Gundel, Untm. zur Taktik u.
Strategle der Germanen, Diss. Marburg, 1937, P- 2I-
2  Dexippus, frag. 6,10 (F.G.H. n, p. 459).
3  Dexippus, frag. 25 (F.G.H. n, p. 466).